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still in the palace, I begged to be presented to her. This princess, who in person a good deal resembled the portraits of the Empress Catherine of Russia, had like her a masculine character, great capacity, and all the qualities needed to govern a vast empire. She governed the prince, her husband, as well as his state—indeed, she was in all respects what one may call a masterful woman. When she saw in my hana the letter addressed to the Landgrave by Marshal Augereau, •she took it without more ado, as though it had been for herself. As she told me presently, with the utmost frankness, it was by her advice that the Landgrave had gone away at the approach of the French, but she undertook to fetch him back if the marshal would give his word that he had no orders to interfere with his liberty. I saw that the arrest and death of the Duke of Enghien had terrified all the German princes, who thought that Napoleon might have some complaint against themselves or their alliances. I testified to the best of my power to the purity of the French Government's intentions, and offered to return to Heidelberg and obtain from Marshal Augereau the assurance which the princess desired. I was back on the following day. with a letter from the marshal, couched in such friendly terms that the Landgravine, saying, £ I rely on the honour of a French marshal,' went off at once to Giessen, where the Landgrave was, brought him back to Darmstadt, and both received Augereau with perfect friendliness when he established his head-quarters in the town.
The marshal was so thankful for their confidence in him that when, some months later, the Emperor re-arranged all the small states, reducing their number to thirty-two, of which he formed the Confederation of the Rhine, Augereau not only succeeded in getting the Landgrave of Darmstadt retained, but obtained for him the title of Grand Duke, and so great an increase of territory that the population was raised from barely 500,000 to more than 1,000,000 inhabitants. The new Grand Duke some months later sent a contingent of his troops to, join ours against Russia, requesting that they should serve in Augereau's division. Thus the
VOL. I.                                                                                                P poor fellow could not help himself, having got a bullet through his thigh, and his blood had stained the ice floe which supported him. It was a horrible sight. Seeing a numerous staff surrounded by guards, the man judged thatuld swim. Men and horses struggled in the
